
The Council’s
Policy Call
February 7, 2020



• Council News
– Staff update
– EM&V Forum
– Cost-Effectiveness White Paper
– Calendaring update
– What’s coming up
– Capitol update

• Issues/Topics
– Solicitations workshop discussion (Greg)
– CAEECC 4 vs. 6-year cycle discussion (Serj)
– Microgrid proceeding discussion (Kate)

Today's Agenda
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Staff Update
• It’s time to say goodbye to 

Kate – Today is her Kate’s 
day with the Council

• Thanks for your service 
and we wish you efficient 
and demand 
management success in 
your future pursuits!!!
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• Going forward – Serj, Luke and Megan will 
be picking up the policy issues that Kate 
was covering for us over the past 6 months.



EM&V Will Set You Free!!! 
The stage is set … Be sure to come to the Pacific Energy Center 

next Wednesday … We have a great program planned!

We are not yet sold out … REGISTER TODAY!!!  

Link to Register for EM&V Forum
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C A L I F O R N I A 

EM&V Forum – We’re All in This Together 
February 12, 2020 

San Francisco 
C O U N C I L 

https://cedmc.org/cedmcs-2020-emv-forum-were-all-in-this-together/


Cost-Effectiveness White 
Paper

• As part of our 2019 Grant with 
E4TheFuture, we developed this 
white paper that outlines the 
current state of California’s CE 
framework and lays out a potential 
framework for 2020 reform efforts.

• Now that we’ve shared this with our 
members, we are now socializing 
the piece with key decision-makers 
and stakeholders as we attempt to 
secure important reforms to 
California’s CE framework.

• We encourage your insights and 
input along the way!
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Link to White Paper

https://cedmc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CEDMC-CE-White-Paper-%25E2%2580%2593-final_1-21-20.pdf


Calendaring Update
• Calendaring continues to be a challenge since we moved 

to the G-suite … our sincere apologies for any 
inconvenience this situation may have caused for you
– These problems occur whenever there are changes to the schedule 
– There will always be schedule changes due to competing meetings, 

holidays and staff vacations 
– We can’t control what happens on your individual calendars

• But here are the things we are doing going forward:
1. We will try our best to consistently maintain the bi-weekly Policy calls 

on the planned date and time every other Friday.
2. If we must cancel or move the call, I will announce it during the 

beginning and end of previous meetings. I will also send an email the 
day before the canceled or rescheduled call to all call recipients 
indicating that the call for the next day will not be happening.

3. CEDMC staff will dial in during the originally-scheduled time to let 
folks know that there will be no call that day.

4. We will always keep the Calendar on the Member portal up to date 
with the correct dates.

• Our next Policy Call will be Friday February 21st at 10:30am
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• 2/7 – CPUC Workshop on the EE Third-Party Solicitations Process
• Location: Pacific Energy Center, San Francisco
• Time: 10:00am – 3:00pm
• Dial-in number:  415-655-0002, Access code: 965 158 939
• Webinar link:
https://cpuc.webex.com/cpuc/j.php?MTID=m89ae6b1b61da511583059ac097b130ac
Meeting number (access code): 965 158 939
Meeting password: fjJXXtYE

• 2/12 – CEDMC’s EM&V Forum
• Location: Pacific Energy Center, San Francisco
• Time: 9:30am – 5:00pm

What’s Coming Up

7

More details on these and other events are available from our 1/31 newsletter. 

Link here: CEDMC Newsletter_2020-1-31

https://cpuc.webex.com/cpuc/j.php%3FMTID=m89ae6b1b61da511583059ac097b130ac
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/%3Fu=44b52bd5b1c697ba65b452dcc&id=7cbd8ea7e1


Capitol Update from Our 
Lobbyists
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Erin Niemela Tiffany Phan



• During today’s workshop, CEDMC has been invited to speak 
about the challenges our membership has experienced with 
the solicitations process and identify possible solutions.
– Greg will be speaking for 15 minutes (10 minutes of 

presentation and 5 minutes Q&A) at 1:00pm today
• A working group of 3P implementation members was 

formed with an aim toward developing a reasoned and 
rational summary of our member’s experiences thus far and 
provide persuasive arguments why reforms are needed.

• This follows our letter to the CPUC on 12/30/19 which a 
response was sent by the CPUC this week.
– We sent an alert about the response letter to the membership 

yesterday
• The next 3 key slides are extracts of Greg’s presentation that 

he will give at the CPUC workshop in a few hours…

CPUC Solicitations Workshop
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CPUC Solicitations Workshop
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• Where are we now?
– Existing cost effective and customer beneficial EE programs are being 

scaled back or fully terminated
– Implementation businesses are being forced to redeploy their teams to 

other parts of the country or lay off staff
– New solicitations have been substantially delayed
– Onerous and inappropriate contracting provisions are non-starters for 

many EE businesses

• This situation is creating an immediate and dire impact on 
California’s EE program delivery infrastructure, and damaging 
the trust with the customers – both will take years to repair

• Our ability to deliver on the State’s carbon reduction goals is in 
serious jeopardy
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The Effect



CPUC Solicitations Workshop
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• In response to this crisis, we have been advocating with 
regulators and IOU leadership to change course…
– We strongly recommended changes to how the EE potential is 

developed and goals are set
– We appealed to IOUs to modify their processes for procuring new EE 

resources
– We advocated with Commission leadership for immediate changes 

(e.g., our 12/30/19 letter to President Batjer and Commissioner 
Randolph)

• Unfortunately very few of our requests have been adopted…
– The reduced goals were adopted by the Commission in August 2019
– New solicitations have been delayed, the selection process is non-

transparent, and process reforms are slow to be adopted
– New solicitation contracting requirements are untenable
– Our requests were rejected by the Commission in their 2/4/20 letter
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Actions Taken by the Council



CPUC Solicitations Workshop
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1. The Commission needs to drive a proactive and timely 
reform process that addresses many of the key issues 
that we’ve identified related to EE rules and IOU 
solicitation processes.

2. The Commission needs to mandate that IOUs make an 
immediate course reversal for most if not all programs 
that are being terminated, with gap funding and 
continued programs for 2020 and 2021 until the new 
programs start.

3. The Commission needs to order an immediate review of 
the root causes that have brought us to the current 
situation and order an action plan that will implement 
immediate fixes by 3/31/20.
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Our Asks



• Debate continues w/ IOUs, PAO and other stakeholders 
about changing the rolling portfolio cycle from 10 years to a 
shorter period, either 4 or 6-year cycles, largely due to issues 
with accurate forecasting during the outer years
- The 4-year cycle seems to be winning the day

• We have consistently stressed the importance of market 
stability, continuity of program delivery during CAEECC 
meetings 

• In all potential scenarios, third parties are allowed to 
contract beyond the end of the current cycle

• Key issues relevant for our members to consider: 
- Timing of EM&V results feeding ex ante updates, new potential studies, 

and ABAL/business plans is either incompatible or invariably rushed 
which leads to sub-optimal results

- Solicitations for new programs will never be synchronized with the 
EM&V learnings which also leads to sub-optimal results

CAEECC 4 vs. 6-year Cycle 
Discussion 
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R. 19-09-009- Microgrid Proceeding

• Resiliency and Microgrid OIR launched on September 9, 2019.
• Proceeding is part of Implementation of SB 1339 (September 

2018) 
– Requires action to ”facilitate the commercialization of 

Microgrids” by Dec 2020
• CPUC held a Microgrid Deployment Workshop in December

– Materials from the workshop are available here.
• CPUC Released a staff proposal on Short Term Actions to 

Accelerate the Deployment of Microgrids and Related Resiliency 
Solutions. 
– The Scoping Memo with Staff Proposal is available here. 

• Utilities submitted resiliency proposals including specifics on 
projects and outreach plans on January 21st.
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R. 19-09-009- Microgrid Proceeding
• The Microgrid Proceeding has 3 Tracks

• Track 1: Resiliency planning in wildfire & outage prone areas w/ short term 
goals of putting some microgrid solutions in place by in Summer 2020
• Prioritizing and streamlining interconnection applications to deliver resiliency services at 

key sites and locations. 
• Modifying existing tariffs to maximize resiliency benefits.
• Facilitating local government access to utility infrastructure for resiliency projects.
• IOU proposals for immediate implementation of resiliency strategies.

• Track 2: SB 1339 implementation.
• Develop microgrid service standards necessary to meet state and local permitting 

requirements.
• Develop methods to reduce barriers for microgrid deployment.
• Develop guidelines to determine what impact studies are necessary for microgrids to 

connect to the electrical corporation grid.
• Develop separate rates and tariffs, that are just and reasonable, to support microgrids. 

• Track 3: Ongoing SB 1339 issues and future resiliency planning.
• Form a working group to codify standards and protocols. 
• Develop a standard for direct current metering in Electric Rule 21 to streamline the 

interconnection process and lower interconnection costs.
• Remove the waiver of fees for projects that do not provide resiliency.

• Parties filed comments and reply comments at the end of January 15

http://about:0


Discussion and Q&A
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Thank you!

Please contact us if you have any questions. 
Greg Wikler - gwikler@cedmc.org

Kate George – kgeorge@cedmc.org
Serj Berelson – serjberelson@gmail.com

http://cedmc.org
http://cedmc.org

