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FEDERAL LEGISLATION WORKING GROUP MEETING 

3/17/21 

Agenda  
1. Biden administration activities 
2. Legislation updates 
3. Next steps 

 

Notes 
1. Biden administration activities 

• On March 15, The Senate voted Monday to confirm Deb Haaland as President 
Biden's Interior Secretary, a historic move that will make her the first Native 

American Cabinet secretary. The vote was 51 to 40, with most Republicans voting 
against her after several called her views on public land use and fossil fuels 
extreme. 

• On March 3, DOE Secretary Granholm appointed tech entrepreneur Jigar Shah 
to head of the agency’s loan programs office; Shah will oversee more than $40 
billion in loan authority available to support clean energy projects. 

• Administration’s focus is now on infrastructure, with clean energy high on the 
priority list.  

o Biden's plan to spend trillions to build out clean energy and climate-ready 
infrastructure has a huge union component (today’s E&E News). 

o New Jersey has a bill under consideration (SB 3033) which appears to 
take a lot of AB 841 and apply it there… mandates the BPU to make 
grants for EE projects without any clear funding source.  Specifications 
about skilled and trained workforce requirements (e.g., union emphasis) 
… may be a sign of trends in other states.  Mirrored 841 is the timing of 
the grants. 

• Big money through existing stimulus bills for schools (e.g., $1.3B for Philadelphia 
school district) as funding is distributed through the Title I program (heavily 
weighted to low-income school districts) … money is general and not specifically 
dedicated to EE/related construction funds which is unfortunate. 

o We might want to investigate how much money is going to CA schools 
and what that money is being used for and to what extent can the money 
be coordinated with existing EE programs (public purpose EE, 841, etc.). 

o To what extent do the Build Back Better infrastructure bill will be subject to 
these same challenges… look for where the funding is targeted (Dept of 
Education vs. DOE); and what is the money being targeted for (e.g., 

https://www.eenews.net/energywire/2021/03/17/stories/1063727687?utm_campaign=edition&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eenews%3Aenergywire
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COVID-related improvements for ventilation lead to increased energy 
usage which impact energy costs). 

 
2. Legislative Update 

• On March 16, Cleantech Party hosted a webinar with Rep. Mike Levin (CA-49) to 
hear about his clean energy priorities… 

• On March 11, Xcel Energy CEO and EEI Chair Ben Folke testified at a Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee hearing advocating for a clean energy 
standard paired with federal investment which he said could help clear hurdles 
for utilities to decarbonize the power grid… 

• WAPO interviewed Sen. Whitehouse (on 3/16) and he alluded to specifics about 
climate legislation and his view is that meaningful climate work must come 
through legislative action which means there needs to be at least 10 Republicans 
to come along to get legislation through.  Unfortunately, corporate America is not 
coming to the party (e.g., DC lobby machine is not showing up just yet) … we 
need to get corporate America in line with the business priorities associated with 
clean energy legislation priorities. 

o Examples that he mentioned included any legislators on the coast 
(Graham, Murkowski) who rightfully should be concerned about climate 
change. 

• Open Back Better bill has been reintroduced and a variety of other bills aimed at 
public facilities (from last session that didn’t get enacted) … including ASE’s 
block grant bill.  

• Net Zero study out of Princeton (in collaboration with Columbia Center for Global 
Energy Policy) recently released… conclusion is that much of what we hear 
about is doable… EE is a key pillar of the effort.  Recent webinar is insightful and 
reflects hopeful pathways. 

 

3. Next steps 

Webinar: Columbia University Center for Global Energy Policy – Bridging the 
Congressional Divide: Bipartisan Action on Climate Change 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 | 3:00-4:00 p.m. EDT 
Link to register 
 
Our next Federal call will be Wednesday March 31st at 8:15. Here are the call-in 
coordinates: 

Web: https://zoom.us/j/97777318912  
Call-in: +1 669 900 9128, Meeting ID: 977 7731 8912 
Passcode: cedmc 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/2021/03/16/new-government-117th-congress-with-sen-sheldon-whitehouse/
https://environmenthalfcentury.princeton.edu/research/2020/big-affordable-effort-needed-america-reach-net-zero-emissions-2050-princeton-study
https://www.energypolicy.columbia.edu/events-calendar/bridging-congressional-divide-bipartisan-action-climate-change?utm_campaign=6c42ee7ed8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_07_15_01_21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Center%20on%20Global%20Energy%20Policy%20Mailing%20List&utm_term=0_0773077aac-6c42ee7ed8-102181697
https://zoom.us/j/97777318912

