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FEDERAL LEGISLATION WORKING GROUP MEETING 

12/8/21 

Agenda  
1. Administration activities 
2. Legislative updates 
3. Other updates 

 

Notes 
1. Administration Activities 

On 12/1, ACEEE hosted a call with REEOs (including CEDMC) to update on various 
federal legislative initiatives. Concerns are building regarding the potential for a chaotic 
rollout of federal funds resulting from the already-passed bipartisan infrastructure and 
pending build-back better bills. The Council continues to participate and will update on 
various coordination developments. 

- We should be doing more outreach to CEC and NASEO (potentially inviting Jeff 
Genzer of NASEO 

On 11/29, DOE and the National Council on Electricity Policy launched a series of 
regional webinars aimed at implementation specifics for various initiatives, including the 
bipartisan infrastructure bill. The launch of this effort was held 11/29, and here is a link 
to the recording. 

On 11/19, DOE dropped a Trump-administration requirement for new or updated 
standards to result in energy savings of at least 0.3 quad over 30 years or a 10-percent 
improvement over existing standards. In addition, the revised process rule reinstated a 
process for stakeholder negotiation of efficiency standards; dropped a requirement for 
comparative analysis of potential standards; and eliminated a 180-day waiting period 
between finalizing a test procedure and proposing a new standard for equipment 
covered by the procedure. Here is the link to an ACEEE news brief on the change. 

2. Legislative Update 

On 11/30, Senate Majority Leader Schumer said he wants the Senate to act on the 

$1.75-trillion, 10-year budget bill by Christmas. Schumer said the Senate Democratic 

Caucus is meeting with the upper house’s parliamentarian “so we can finish making the 

technical and procedural fixes” for the Senate to act on the House-passed bill under 

filibuster-exempt budget reconciliation rules. No Republicans in the 50-50 Senate are 

expected to support the legislation.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Is6_8KVNytg
https://www.aceee.org/press-release/2021/11/doe-nixes-key-trump-era-roadblocks-updating-appliance-efficiency-standards
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3. Other updates 

Steve Schiller reviewed his proposal to fund an update to the 2009 Council report on the 

status of efficiency and demand management trade associations around the country 

and make recommendations on how to increase our advocacy effectiveness. Council 

staff are figuring out ways in which to move forward on this effort (potentially 

approaching TEF, E4, Heinsing-Simons Foundation, etc.). 

- Next step is to present the idea to the other regional organizations during our 

12/13 monthly trade association call.  

- Greg will reach out to Steve Cowell soon and do a bit of arm-twisting for E4 to 

potentially fund this effort. 

- We may need to explore the creation of a 501-c(3) educational entity in order to 

go after funding for this project (and these efforts might complement other 

strategic objectives of the Council). Staff is working with CEDMC leadership to 

potentially go to the next steps on this idea. 

o c(3) status is not necessary for TEF or E4 grants. 

 

Next Meeting 

Today is our last Federal Legislation working group meeting of the year. We will 

continue with a regular meeting in 2022. We will move this call to a once-monthly format 

happening on the first Wednesday of every month from 9-10 am. Our first meeting will 

be Wednesday January 5th at 9 am. Later this month we will send a calendar invite for 

the year along with new Zoom call-in details.  

In the meantime, please delete out of your calendar any invites for this meeting. You all 

will receive a new invite from admin@CEDMC.org on Monday 12/27. 

Happy Holidays! 

 

mailto:admin@CEDMC.org

