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CUSTOM REVIEW WORKING GROUP MEETING 

3/2/22 

Agenda 

1. Updates on Custom activities during past month 

2. Review next steps 

● Data development to track 2021 custom aggregate savings 

● Plan for ED and IOU meetings 

 

Meeting Notes 

1. Updates on Custom activities during past month 

Chase Kadakia announced that he is leaving Resource Innovations after 3/15 to pursue 

some as yet undefined new professional avenues. We thank Chase for his valuable 

contributions to the working group over the past couple of years; best of luck Chase! For 

those wanting to stay in touch with Chase, his cell number is 909.248.6789. 

Not much has happened since the mid-January meeting. The stakeholder subgroup is 

still meeting every other week.  

- Tim reports that Peter Lai has been instructed to make some things happen, 

including giving guidance to IOUs on levels of rigor (all stakeholder engagement 

efforts are documented on the CPUC’s Custom Projects webpage). 

- It seems that we are really not making dramatic changes relative to existing 

guidance with much still open to interpretation by the IOUs, 3rd party reviews, 

and CPUC Custom process reviewers. 

- Next combined subgroup meeting is tomorrow (3/3) 3-5pm; they meet every 

other Thursday 3-5pm. Rich Sperberg and Spencer Lipp (Willdan) have been 

large contributors to this effort. 

- There have also been some discussions around how to prioritize reviews for 

projects that can contribute to summer reliability concerns for this coming 

summer and for next summer. 

- Projects that are already well underway can potentially move forward but it will be 

a challenge to implement by this summer. 

Over the past several months, speed of review seems to be moving faster at least at 

SCE (this according to Anna Kelly)... and these are projects that have to go through the 

custom process (even though they use metered data but not normalized sort of like 

SEM)... Facility Assessment Services program. 

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-energy/demand-side-management/energy-efficiency/custom-projects-review-stakeholder-engagement-page
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- New SCE program manager (Angel de Laisla) seems to be riding herd with SCE 

review teams to move the process along. 

There is desire by some (CPUC and implementers) to move toward a review role or to 

develop process steps that could be played by the CalTF team…. for example moving 

toward “common” custom measures that could be moved toward an eTRM framework. 

- It would be great to run the clock back and look at system-level measures (e.g., 

compressed air system upgrades or retrofits) potentially within the eTRM 

framework. Currently the ISP requirements are difficult for retrofit situations (vs. 

whole system replacements). 

- This approach might make a lot of sense for site-based NMEC projects. 

- It might be good to develop a stored tool for compressed air (similar to what 

PG&E had developed not just for compressed air but other measure types). 

- This idea needs to be mirrored to other measure types (e.g., refrigeration, HVAC, 

etc.). 

 

2. Review next steps 

● Greg to update the custom scoreboard for 2021 using refreshed CEDARS data, 

which is likely to show a further drop in custom’s impact. Greg will show the data 

refresh to ED when and if he is able to schedule a meeting in the coming weeks. 

● Greg plans to reach out to Jen Kalafut to see if our working group can have a 

meeting with her (and team) to raise some of our continued high-level concerns 

about lack of progress on custom and also express our concerns based on the 

results of the CIAC study. Greg will convene another MWG meeting in advance 

to work with members to prepare. We will need to be prepared to present 1-2 

high level ideas for how to fix the problem. 

● Greg will reach out to his senior contacts at the two large IOUs (Chanel Parson 

at SCE; David Poster at PG&E) to ask for 1-on-1 meetings to elevate/revisit 

previous conversations about custom not working.  

 

Next Scheduled Working Group Meeting 

Our next Custom Review MWG meeting will be Wednesday April 6th at 11:00 am. Call-

in coordinates are below. 

Zoom link 

Call-in: +13126266799,,81257556437# 
Passcode: cedmc2022 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81257556437?pwd%3DbVZmd2NteG9aWm5XN29YM2c2ajRIZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1641824768911937&usg=AOvVaw3zhWntYEWGzqkVpVpzAPxY

